
Montgomery County’s Clean Energy & Air 
Quality Advisory Committee (CEAQAC)

The Climate, Energy, and Air Quality Advisory Committee (CEAQAC) is charged with advising the 
Montgomery County Executive and Council on issues related to energy and air quality. CEAQAC was 
established by Montgomery County Code Chapter 18A-5.  

The Committee is comprised of 15 County residents appointed by the County Executive and approved 
by the County Council.
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Doreen Cantor Paster
CEAQAC Member since Feb 2018

Doreen has been a member of CEAQAC since 2018.  By 
training, she is an environmental engineer with over 35 
years of experience with the US Environmental Protection 
Agency as well as a shorter stint with the Montgomery 
County Department of Environmental Protection. This 
experience spanned multiple environmental fields including 
traditional and toxic air pollution, mobile source pollution, 
lead poisoning protection, Superfund and municipal waste 
management, and enforcement across the board. After 
leaving EPA in 2017, she became an environmental policy 
and advocacy consultant with special interest in 
environmental justice concerns.  From 2019-2020, she 
participated in Montgomery County’s Climate Planning 
Technical Workgroup, where she led the Electric Vehicle 
subcommittee of the Transportation Technical Workgroup.  
From 2017 to 2020, she was on the steering committee of 
Save EPA, a national group of EPA alumni seeking to 
preserve the scientific and policy integrity of EPA.  From 
2013 to 2017, she was a volunteer leader in the Maryland 
Sierra Club, first as the statewide Legislative Chair and then 
as the statewide Conservation Chair. She holds a degree in 
Civil and Environmental Engineering from Cornell 
University. 
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A member of the committee since 2019, Linda Silverman 
is a clean energy and climate change expert, and a 
blogger. She retired from the U.S. Department of Energy 
in 2018 after working on clean energy and climate 
change for 30 years.  Her last position was as Director of 
the Solar Decathlon, a widely known competition where 
student teams designed, built and competed in ten 
contests over a two-year period.  Linda currently consults 
on clean energy and climate change for a range of 
clients.  Her blog, Perspectives on a Career and Life, can 
be found on https://lsinsights.com/blog.

Linda Silverman
CEAQAC Member since Sept 2019 

Michal Freedman
CEAQAC Member since Sept 2019

Michal Freedman’s professional training and career have 
been as a lawyer and epidemiologist, most recently as a 
cancer epidemiologist at the National Cancer Institute. In 
2017 she retired, primarily to contribute substantial 
volunteer hours to addressing climate change.  Between 
2014 and 2020, she served as Vice Chair of the 
Montgomery County Sierra Club, focusing on issues of 
energy efficiency and energy financing and I served as 
Buildings/Energy Efficiency Lead for the Group. During 
this time, she testified frequently on energy issues before 
the Council and participated in several different County 
stakeholder and other groups on energy matters. She 
reached out to sustainability managers across the country 
to learn about how other jurisdictions are addressing 
benchmarking, building performance standards, 
expansion of EV chargers, distributive energy and other 
climate and energy-related issues, and have frequently 
shared that information with councilmembers and County 
staff focused on sustainability issues. In 2019-2020, she 
participated in the Montgomery County Buildings 
Technical Workgroup as part of the county planning 
process.

https://energy.maryland.gov/pages/facts/empower.aspx
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